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SECTION 31 23 16 
EXCAVATION 

PART 1 GENERAL 

1.01 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Provide adequate survey control to avoid unauthorized overexcavation. 

1.02 WEATHER LIMITATIONS 

A. Material excavated when frozen or when air temperature is less than 
32 degrees F shall not be used as fill or backfill until material completely 
thaws. 

B. Material excavated during inclement weather shall not be used as fill or 
backfill until after material drains and dries sufficiently for proper 
compaction. 

1.03 SEQUENCING AND SCHEDULING 

A. Demolition: Complete applicable Work specified in Section 02 41 00, 
Demolition, prior to excavating. 

B. Clearing, Grubbing, and Stripping: Complete applicable Work specified in 
Section 31 10 00, Site Clearing, prior to excavating. 

C. Dewatering: Conform to applicable requirements of Section 31 23 19.01, 
Dewatering, prior to initiating excavation. 

D. Soil Testing: Complete Geotechnical Testing requirements of 
Section 31 23 23, Fill and Backfill, prior to initiating excavation. 

PART 2 PRODUCTS (NOT USED) 

PART 3 EXECUTION 

3.01 GENERAL 

A. Excavate to lines, grades, and dimensions shown and as necessary to 
accomplish Work. Excavate to within tolerance of plus or minus 0.1 foot, 
except where dimensions or grades are shown or specified as maximum or 
minimum. Allow for forms, working space, granular base, topsoil, and similar 
items, wherever applicable. Trim to neat lines where concrete is to be 
deposited against earth. 
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B. Do not overexcavate without written authorization of Contracting Officer. 

3.02 UNCLASSIFIED EXCAVATION 

A. Excavation is unclassified. Complete all excavation regardless of the type, 
nature, or condition of the materials encountered. 

3.03 TRENCH WIDTH 

A. Minimum Width of Trenches: 

1. Single Pipes, Conduits, Direct-Buried Cables, and Duct Banks: 
a. Greater than 4-inch Outside Diameter or Width: 18 inches greater 

than outside diameter or width of pipe, conduit, direct-buried 
cable, or duct bank. 

B. Maximum Trench Width: Unlimited, unless otherwise shown or specified, or 
unless excess width will cause damage to existing facilities, adjacent property, 
or completed Work. 

3.04 PIPE BEDDING GROOVES FOR NONPERFORATED DRAIN LINES 

A. Semicircular, trapezoidal, or 90-degree-V. 

B. Excavated or plowed into trench bottom. Forming groove by compaction will 
not be acceptable. 

3.05 EMBANKMENT AND CUT SLOPES 

A. Shape, trim, and finish cut slopes to conform with lines, grades, and cross-
sections shown, with proper allowance for topsoil or slope protection, where 
shown. 

B. Remove stones and rock that exceed 3-inch diameter and that are loose and 
may roll down slope. Remove exposed roots from cut slopes. 

3.06 STOCKPILING EXCAVATED MATERIAL 

A. Stockpile excavated material that is suitable for use as fill or backfill until 
material is needed. 

B. Confine stockpiles to within easements, rights-of-way, and approved work 
areas. Do not obstruct roads or streets. 
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C. Do not stockpile excavated material adjacent to trenches and other 
excavations, unless excavation side slopes and excavation support systems are 
designed, constructed, and maintained for stockpile loads. 

D. Do not stockpile excavated materials near or over existing facilities, adjacent 
property, or completed Work, if weight of stockpiled material could induce 
excessive settlement. 

3.07 DISPOSAL OF SPOIL 

A. Dispose of excavated materials, which are unsuitable or exceed quantity 
needed for fill or backfill, offsite. 

B. Dispose of debris resulting from removal of underground facilities as 
specified in Section 02 41 00, Demolition, for demolition debris. 

C. Dispose of debris resulting from removal of organic matter, trash, refuse, and 
junk as specified in Section 31 10 00, Site Clearing, for clearing and grubbing 
debris. 

END OF SECTION 


